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Today’s Objectives

s Understand the considerations in the Common
Core’s Appendix A

= Revisit nonfiction/expository text features, and
discuss strategies we use to teach them

m Discuss the Lexile measure and how it should be
used to enhance student learning

= EXxplore tools to enhance student learning in
vocabulary and comprehension
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Summary of High School Textbook Lexile Measures
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2005-06 Lexile Framework® for Reading Study

Summary of Text Lexile Measures
Interquartile Ranges Shown (25% - 75%)

—~
-
~r
o
S
-
2
©
Q
=
Q2
-
Q
-
e
x
Q
-

High College High College Military ~ Personal  Entry-Level  SAT 1,
School  Literature ~ School  Textbooks Use Occupations  ACT,
Literature Textbooks AP*

* Source of National Test Data: MetaMetrics










What is included in these
documents?

s New York State Common Core (Ny added some -
including PreK — to the National Common Core)

s PK-12 ELA
m PK-12 Math

s Common Core Standards (scroll down for link)

= Appendix A (Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science and Technical Subjects)

i iAppIe)ndlx B (Sample Text for each grade and content
eve

o ,IAppIe)ndlx C (Sample Student Writing at each grade
eve




COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR

English Language Arts

&

Literacy in

History/Social Studies,

Science, and Technical Subjects

Appendix A:

Research Supporting
Key Elements of the Standards

Glossary of Key Terms




Activity 1:
Rationale

Take a number from the center of your table

Find the section of Appendix A which is marked
with your number

Find those members

Read and discuss, completing the graphic
organizer together

List your points and summary on the chart paper
You will have 5 minutes to complete this activity

You will share out when done — every member
will have a responsibility in the sharing






Bringing Features of Text and
the Common Core “together”

Reader and Task

Let’s examine the QUALITATIVE FEATURES
our own text and discuss the strategies we
use to scaffold learning



Qualitative Features of
Expository Text

RIS O S HEeE BEER H

Seqguence
Cause/effect
Compare/contrast
Problem/solution
Proposition/support



2009 NAEP Framework

English

Mathematics

History

Science

literary

informational or

technical, symbolic,

diagrams

expository,
argumentative,
persuasive

Informational or
technical, diagrams

text
structure

sequence, cause
and effect, problem
and solution,
supporting ideas
and evidence,
graphical features

sequence, cause
and effect, problem
and solution,
author's
perspective
supporting ideas
and evidence,
contrasting
viewpoints,
graphical features

sequence, cause
and effect, problem
and solution,
supporting ideas
and evidence,
graphical features

author's
craft

diction, dialogue,
symbolism,
imagery, irony,
figurative

rhetorical structure,
examples, logical
arguments

figurative language,

rhetorical structure,
examples,
emotional appeal

rhetorical structure,
examples, logical
arguments
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Features Depend on Content

PhYSiCEﬂ Iayout (placement and amount of graphics, charts,
footnotes, bold text, etc.)

Text type (genre, figurative language, etc.)

Text structure (location of main idea vs. details, sequence,
proposition/support, compare/contrast, etc.)

Text density/ reada b|||ty (syntax, complexity of

sentences = level of text, ex: Lexile)

Assumed vocabulary and background
knowledge necessary to comprehend
concepts



Activity 3:
Explore Text Features

= Work in pairs or small groups of 4

m Using the same text, one partner
completes the “Checklist for
Considerate Text Characteristics”

= [he other partner uses the "Text
Complexity Rubric for Literary or
Informational Text”

= Calculate your textbook’s “score”



Share

= Which rubric was more helpful? Why?

= \What are the features of your text that you
anticipate students will have the most difficulty
with?
O WhY?

= What strategies would you use to assist
student’s understanding of the material based
on the text features that are cumbersome? (See
“"TRIMS"” Handouts)

m Let's SHARE!



How can we further
scaffold and extend?

Level the Text!



L The Lexile® Framework for Reading
Matching readers with texts




What is a Lexile?

s Measure assigned to text based on the
complexity of the language used and text
structure.

» Syntax (length of sentences)
s Semantics (lengths of words)

s Measure can be assigned to student'’s
ability to read a particular range of text
with 75% comprehension



The Lexile Framework® for Reading
Georpia's Focus on Reading Achievement
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Features of www.Lexile.com

= Book Search
N Subject
m Type of text (genre, presentation)
m Level

» Length (# of pages)

» Language (English or Spanish)




Home | My Reading List "-'” (0} | Store | Profile | Logout

®

The Lexile* Framework for Reading T

MatChing readers with texts PUt an exact title or author in

quotes (example: new moon”)

LEXILE

About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures Tools Research Professional Development
ﬂl Enter Lexile » Select Interests Search Results Reading List L k B k
7 OOK Uup a boo

Search for books based on title, authar,

Fr9BOOKiou EE_ =

Author:
Enter your Lexile measure, select your interests, and find books you'd like to read! . K b
Whether you're reading for school or for pleasure, you can use this site to buid a T — e o
custom reading list on the subjects that interest you the most. (For more information, se= —— ISBN:
the user guids) \ i

More QOptions

My Lexile measure is I don't know my Lexile measure
Please enter either a Lexile measure or range. Please enter your grade level and check one of the
options below.
Measure: L
OR My current grade is: Kindergarten j
Range: 18 L " Ifind the books I read for school difficult.
3 . i i
I find the books I read for school just right.

" 1find the books I read for school easy.

Continue

About MetaMetrics | Mews &Events | LexileBlog | Online Store | Publishers | Partners | Resources | ContactUs
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Limitations of Lexile Measures
What Lexile text measures don't address

Text Characteristics Reader Characteristics
Age-appropriateness of Interest and Motivation
Content Background Knowledge
Text Support (pictures, pull- Reading Context and
outs) Purpose
Text Quality (Is it a good
book?)

+ Lexile text measures only measure text readability.

+ Therefore, input from readers, parents, teachers and
librarians is necessary.



Features of Lexile continued...
- Lexile Analyzer

Home | My Reading List ?-5 (0) | Store | Profie | Logout

®

LEXILE

[} I'_

The Lexile® Framework for Reading e

MatCthg rEEdEFS WIth tE‘XtS Put an exact title or authar in Advanced Search

quotes (example: "new moon™)

About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures Tools Research Professional Development

Get a Lexile® Text Measure

Online Help
You can use the our online tools to determine the estimated Lexie® measure of edited, conventional prose text. s Step 1: What kinds of texts
Just follow our guidelines for preparing a text, upload it, and the Lexie measure wil be displayed. can be measured
» Step 2: Prepare your text for
Browse..  Submit measurement
« Step 3: Type or scan your text
Online help and user guides » Step 4: Convert vour fext into
a plain text fie
The help links to the right detail how to use either the English Lexile Analyzer or Spanish Lexile Analyzer to get an e Step 5: Analyze your text and
instructionally useful estimated Lexile measure. You may also view the user guide here. get results

= Using the Professional
Analyzer®
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A ceclick to decrease the magnification of the entire page

Grandfathers

Rudolfo A. Anaya

Mty 1 OTT, Inpararcon Marinee, Codmesy ol 1he artist

uenos dias le de Dios, abuelo.”! God glve you a good day, © A Critical view!
grandfather. This is how 1 was taught as a child to greet my
grandfather, or any grown person. Il was a greeting of
respect, a cultural value to be passed on from generation 1o genera- |
tion, this respect for the old ones.
The old people 1 remember from my childhood were strong in 3
thelr beliefs, and as we lived daily with them we learned a wise path ctl:ﬂers I:r;h:'
of life to follow. They had something importani o share with the : L::n.:'r:stl-
young, and when they spoke the young listened. These old abuelos
and abuelitas? had worked the earth all their lives, and so they

1. Buenos dias le de Dios, abuelo (owd nes dF s 18 da dF Gs 8 bwid 1)
2, abueelitas (& bwd & tas) grandmothears.

404 m Types of Nonfiction



To get a lexile measure...

m Go to www.Lexile.com

m [ry to search for the book or journal first
to see if it has already been “Lexiled”

m GO to the Lexile Analyzer
= You will need a free account for this

= Prepare a “plain text” file in word
m Directions located on website or in my wiki

m Load the text file in the analyzer and...




Viola!

Home | My Reading List £ (0) | Store | Profile | Logout

®
LEXILE The I__eX|Ie Framework for Reading
MatCh I ng readerS W|th texts Put an exact tile or author in Advanced Search
quotes (example: "new moon”)
About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures Tools Research Professional Development

|R_e?3|§slle Analyzers ReSUis This is the Lexile

Lexile measure 1080L Level Of a N ELA

Mean Sentence Length 18.92 . .

Mean Log Word Frequency 3.69 teXt noanCtlon

Word Count 454 -
section:

These results are not saved in any retrievable way. You should print this screen and note your filename or the title - .
of your sample text. If you do not print or record the results, you wil have to re-analyze your sample text to know A Celebrat|0n Of
its Lexile measura.

Submit another file Grandfathers

File to Analyze: Browse...

Submit

About MetaMetrics | Mews &Events | LexieBlog | ©OnlineStore | Publishers | Partners | Resources | ContactUs

Copyright @ 2011 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved. Trademark Statement | Privacy Policy




How can we match students to
text?

Administer or correlate a reading assessment (ex: SRI,
ATOS, fluency measure)

Listen to the student read a passage from a text with a
known Lexile

Take a sample of the student’s “best” nonfiction writing
and enter it into the analyzer

NOTE: the instructional range +50 to +150 the Lexile of
the student

= Motivation

= Background knowledge

m Experience with text

= Enhancement features (photos, etc.)



Ideas for Use...

m Vary reading difficulty of material to the
situation:

m Choose texts lower in the student’s Lexile
range when factors make the reading
situation more challenging, threatening or
unfamiliar.

m Select texts at or above the student’s range

= [0 stimulate growth when a topic is of
extreme interest to a student, or when you
will be giving additional support such as
background teaching or discussion.



Using Lexiles in the Classroom

Teachers can use the Lexile measure to:

x Develop individualized or classroom reading
lists tailored to different measures to provide
appropriately challenging reading.

s Enhance thematic teaching by building a bank of
titles or articles at varying levels that support the
theme, but also allow all students to participate
successfully in the theme with material at their own
reading level.

n Sequence materials by increasing the difficulty
of read-aloud books throughout the year.




Implications for Literacy?

Reading Writing
m Support students m Easily identify the
Below Level of student’s level of
textbook writing in comparison
s Enrich students Above 1o reading
Level of textbook » Increase reading as a

result of increased
language usage in
writing



Using the Lexile Analyzer for
student writing...
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The Clarence school Soard has recently proposed a bond le o add new In e
facilities as well as conduct some major repairs to the school. The

bond includes building a new gymnasium, a new science room and lab, a
new Media Center/Library, new Chapter 1 and Special Education

glassroons, “and other Talilities such as more parking sgace. an ’
increase in storage area, and new locker rooms. Along With ne
construction, the board is proposing to remedel facilities such as the

drama/music areas, the entire roof, the heaun? system, the school
kitchen, and present gym as well. This bond allowing Clarence Scheol to

- -
add more facilities should be passed in order for young students to be
M e e e e e evel of writin
up_concerning the Tevy since it Failed in the March election. Some say
that the school doesn’t need to have brand new facilities and better

classrooms, but it does. just this_year the school had to shut down for
days at a time as a result of a malfunction of the heating system, The

roof of the 'hbrar%l also had a leaking problem all winter long, The 1=
leaking has actually” caused the ceiling tiles to rot to the point where o — =5
the e removed. It isn't safe to sit underneath them (IS = i ROl COHMETR

bechn s - theg Pave fallen to tables here students had been
working only minutes before.

"y Favorites
Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that % |
taxpayers have to put up for the building. The cost of the project in ] -] ¢ whstcha Tk out witr... | g5 exie anaiyzer: Resuls... x | @ ttps/jspecaled.spps.orgl... | (€ con et & coh-Git %7 Repgy€] Allance for |l & -

its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning that for the next 25
years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in
property tax than they do this year. The project does cost a
significant amount of money, but the school needs it. If something ®

isn't done naw, then the Fatilities such as the Tibrary, the science r\ : .
room and others will comtinue to graw steadily worse. The o LEXILE The Lexile® Framework for Read
2 .

Wi - . -
E supermtenen cosen \’ Matching readers with texts
comment e e Laxpayers much Tess money now than ten

it
gears from rmw ArmthEr‘ reason that this is a good time to pass this
ond is that the results of Ballot Measure 5 are going into effect _at
the same time as the levy. As it stands now, property tax ra[Es will go
dnwn another $2.50 by next year; however, if taxpayers don't mind
Km what they do now and can handle a 40 cent increase, thEn the
can be that much better.

| Fle Edit View Favortes Tools Help | % @:convert - PR select
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I My Reading List 23 (0) | Store | Profile | Logout

Put an exact fitie or author in Advanced Search
quotes (example: "new moon”)

About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures,

many other good reasons we exist for Fur\rﬁn? this construction now. For Lexile Analyzer: Results
one, better facilities will be made available to everyone: staff

members, students, and community members. The new gym will allow Rasks

student_athletes to have earlier practices and more time for homework. Lexile measure 12001

with only one gym in a k-12 schoo llfﬁtEm the junior h1gh has to Mean Sentence Length ~ 20.95
practice in the morning before school, starting at 6:30 A.M., meaning Mean Log Word Frequency 3.57

that both the girls and boys teams had to gractwce at the same time,
with half of the court for the girls half for the boys. after school,
the high_school girls would practice from 3:30 to_5:30 p.m. The varsity
boys would then start at 5:30 or 6:00 and go un(ﬂ 7:30. after that,
the junior varsity boys would come in for an hour and a half. rt's
absurd to think that student athletes can make good use of their time
with a schedule Tike that. If the bond were to pass, both the new gym : g
and the present gum v would be ysed for practices and athletes wouldn't Submit another file
have to wait so Tong to practice every day.

Word Count 850

These results are not: saved in any retrievable way. You should print this screen and note your filename or the title
of your sample text. If you do not print or record the results, you wil have to re-analyze your sample text to know
its Lexile measure.

File to Analyze: Browse.

Another reason that the gym should be built is that it is no Tonger Submit

adequate. The bleachers are too close to the court and so there is no

room to walk_by without getting in the way during a game. The gym also

= poses a problem for the cheerleaders. As it is now. There is no room

B &=
3 = = About MetaMetrics | News &Events | LexieBlog | OnineStore | Publishers | Partners | Resources | ContactUs
iDraw~ L |Autoshapes~ \ N IO & 3 @ & H-2- A - Trademark Statement | Privecy Policy

Copyright © 2011 MetaMetrics, Inc. Allrights reserved. Trademark Statement | Privacy Policy
e Ll”eﬂl Gl in!l EEIQI_I—
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ mtenet|Protected Mode: on [“a - [®wo% -

e [E] 2] O @l ] 1 ) L Frwo e






The Academic Word List

= Words which carry the most overlap between
the subject areas

= Organized into 10 sub lists
= Mostly “Tier 2” words
s Found heavily on the SAT

m The easiest way to increase student’s reading
comprehension

= The easiest way to enhance a student’s writing



Work Smarter, Not Harder!

s Examine passages for words which are
cross-curricular

m Design cross-curricular units which utilize
many of the same vocabulary terms
s Enhances student’s ability to

m Transfer knowledge
m Make connections
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We can use this to MOTIVATE our
stuc_lents!!
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In Conclusion

By increasing text complexity, and
scaffolding student learning with
vocabulary and comprehension necessary
for our content area, we are enhancing
and enriching student’s literacy skills,
which will provide them with the
necessary skills for success at the college
and career level.



Thank you!

m Please contact me with questions:
abartell@clar.wnryric.org

m Please visit my wiki for access to this

presentation and all related materials!
http:/ /iroquoisreadingcontentarea.wikispaces.com/
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